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Community Action in the Souss-Massa Region and the Principle of Civic
Participation : A Field Study of Some Regional Civil Experiences
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Abstract :
This scientific paper, entitled "Collective Action in the Souss-Massa Region
and the Principle of Civic Participation : A Field Study of Some Regional Civil
Experiences", discusses practical examples from four civil society organizations in

the region. These organizations, we believe, have in practice, aimed to generalize
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and expand the scope of collective action based on the constitutional principle of
participatory democracy, from various procedural perspectives. This is a societal
principle/right based primarily on strengthening the foundations and mechanisms of
public participation (both civic and civil). First, we are talking about regional
associative coalitions that, through their volunteer initiatives, participated in the
process of preparing and evaluating certain public programs and policies in Souss-
Massa. These include the "Migration and Development” Association (the "Civil
Society and Participatory Democracy” project) and the "Tamdelot" Association (the
"Citizen Lab/ Consultation-Participation" project). Second, we are talking about
other associative dynamics that, for their part, have been concerned with the issue
of digitizing public consultation tools in the region and making them accessible to
all, through a range of electronic platforms and media. Specifically, they are: the
"Clarity, Ambition, Courage" Association (the "Souss Petitions" project) and the
"My City for Training and Media" Association (the "Moucharaka Participation
Platform" project). The papers in this intervention focus on approaching and
studying the aspects of the work of these field experiments on the ground, always in
connection with the formulations of public participation in its interactive
relationship with individuals and the civil fabric. The intervention materials also
seek to clarify the characteristics and features of these four samples studied
individually, and by way of comparison between them, in terms of evoking specific
and precise analytical elements that assist, such as: geographical extension, civilian
targeting, intrinsic components, professional competence, qualitative eftectiveness,
selected means, achieved results, required continuity, etc... This is achieved by
methodologically relying on the data of the theoretical framework and the rules of
the legislative, regulatory, and institutional foundation of the system of participatory
democratization and public participation in Morocco.

Keywords : Collective action, civil society, civic participation.
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